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The Sweet Spot - Works of Contemplation, 
Desire and Fulfilment

In making beautiful objects for use I am attempting to transcend 
the banality of everyday life as it may sometimes be experienced. 
I want the objects that I use to be interesting and engaging, well 
balanced and tactile in the hand. I enjoy my morning coffee in 
the French style in these quirky bowls that are influenced by my 
studies in both France and Japan.

I love to handle my bowls, rotating them in my hands, considering 
them, searching the surface for insight or inspiration. I try to 
ascertain their best aspect and the best position from which to 
drink. Every form has its sweet spot, this seems to change with 
each use, depending on variables such as my mood and the light. 
I have my favourite bowls, but these too vary with the time of day 
and their intended use. A bowl that is best for morning latte rarely 
seems at all right for green tea at lunch.

I choose a range of clays and stones for the body of the bowl, and 
other rocks and natural ashes for the glazes so that I can create 
just the right conditions for that sweet spot to occur, such that they 
develop the ‘right’ feeling. Every piece should be given the chance 
to be a jewel. 

I pack and fire my kiln in such a way as to encourage interesting 
interactions with the flame and the natural ash that is deposited 
during the wood firing. 

For me, the creation of these bowls has been a richly layered 
experience of desire, inspiration, challenge, angst, contemplation, 
anticipation and eventually a glimpse of fulfilment. 

Steve Harrison


